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To preface this article, it is only
fair to tell you read r that I am a
ne'vv member of the South Carolina
Camellia Society. Further, I have had
a few years experience with camel­
lias-care and propagation-but on a
small scale. Nevertheless, I find it fas­
cinating to work with them.

Frank Key, Sr., told me about this
type of grafting a year or two ago.
Last year I tried a few, shoulder high
on a plant, using plastic to cover
them. Two or three took and grew
well. This year it was tried on a
larger scale and I would Lke to share
my experiences with you.

My "takes" this year, using the
'"hole" method, exceed the cleft grafts
by far. Some were tried using no
cover or protection: all died. On
another, sand was banked around to
help hold the moisture and three of
the four are still living. The best way,
however, is to use a conventional
cover.

In doing tIlis kind of grafting one
ne ,cls a set of bits, a drill and an icc
pick (to start hole in small r root
sto ·k). Trim a half inch of bark from

a one-bud scion, then select the cor­
rect size drill. The £it should be snug.
If just a little loose, insert a pine
straw in the hole to make it fit snugly.

In trimming the scion make the
cutting strokes of differen t lengths.
This will make the matching of the
cambium layers much easier. Trim­
ming (above) refers to the two layers
of bark.

One done in the early winter is
now about 5-6 inches tall. All were
put on understock in the greenhouse.
One rootstock had 14 scions put on it.
So far, all are living and beginning to
grow. The bud turns upward as soon
as it starts growing. Using short (1
bud) scions makes it easier to cover
with jar or plastic.

I want to try a root stock at least
a foot high, putting two dozen or
more scions ini t. To cover one this
high will require a wire frame with
ends stuck in the ground. Cover this
with plastic, pIa 'ing weights on edges
to keep out the ai r.

Maybe research has already been
done along this line. If so, I would
like to h,'l10W ab ut it.
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