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Now is the time to prune our
trees. Most of us have some trees
that need to be pruned or shaped
up. This is especially true of our
pines as well as our hardwood and
miscellaneous trees. Now is the
time to do a little judicious prun­
ing.

Mr. C. Dorsey Dyer, Exten ion
Forester at the University of Geor­
gia College of Agriculture has
made the follo~~ing sugg1estions
with reference to tree pruning:

Prune Now

"You've been wanting to prune
ome of the limbs off your trees,

but propably wouldn't do it for
fear of insect damage. It usualy
isn't a good idea to prune limbs in
the summer for the ardor of fre h
green wood will often attract in­
sect . This is more true of pines
than hardwood trees'

With normal weather we can
now safely prune. It doe n't take
much cold weather to stop the in­
. ct from moving about.

Don't prune too heavily. If you
want to prun off orne of th lower
limb f your pin s, you should
1 av from a third to a half of the
total height of the tr e with live
branche . Th food the tr e u es is
manufactur d in the 1 aves. If you
prun too h avily, the growth rate
will be redu d.
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grow taller, This has not been my
observation and I haven't seen any
results of research that bears out
this theory. The trees with most of
the limbs removed may look taller
but won't actually be taller. A
thin man looks taller than a stout
man of the same height.

Prune the limbs with a saw or
pruning shears - never with an
ax or hatchet. The limbs should
be cut off flush again t the trunk
of the tree. The scar will heal
much quicker and no stub will be
left which may eventually rot and
leave an opening for the entry of
insects or disease.

In young pines ,it i much better
to make a light pruning ev ry year
or two than to mak one heavy
pruning. It may be be t not to
prune the limbs at all until the
tree is four or five years old.

Paint Hardwood

Usually it isn't necessary to
paint the pruning scars on pines if
the pruning is done in December,
January or February. The hard­
wood trees, such as oaks and
maple hould have their cars
painted since they are more sub­
ject to attack by fungu -type dis­
eases and in many ca s tend to
bleed more than pine an a ­
phalt paint.

When r moving a larg limb,
whether from a pin or hardwo d,
it is be t to aw an inch or two up
from th bottom and th n •aw
down from the t p id.
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