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Lester Allen

Camellias are reputed to be the most
beautiful evergreen flCM'ering shrubs in all
the world. Where else can one find very
nice evergreens with large glossy leaves
and those magnificent large blooms that
come in such a wide range of colors from
snCM' white through those delicate tints to
the pleasing shades of pink and the most
satisfying assortments of red, rose, and
orange tint. Don't forget the ones that
bloom variegated, white and red, white
and pink, and those that are spotted with
large white blotches on a background of
vived red, or pink. Quite frankly, there is
nothing else that comes close.

When the Men's Piedmont Camellia
Club was first organized, it was realized
that the Piedmont area of North Carolina
was near the northern limits that
camellias could be grown out of doors
successfully. However, over the years
since 1958, camellias have performed
out of doors very nicely for many years.
My own plants which numbered 13, have
been planted since 1957 and have come
through some very severe winters with lit
tle or no damage, and blooming most
winters and often in the fall as well.

On Christmas morning 1983, after a
very mild fall with only a little frost and
barely freezing temperatures, the thermo
meter dropped suddenly to one above
zero. Then in 1984, we had a repeat of a
mild December which carried over into
January 1985. There was hardly any
freezing temperatures to force camellias
into a dormant state. Suddenly, the
temperature dropped to the lowest point
on record, 8 degrees below zero.

Camellias are fairly hardy shrubs that
are native to the orient where they have
survived for ages untold. There, the
weather is quite severe and it is now
recognized that camellias are more har-
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dy than once believed. However, it was
proved this year that a very sudden
drastic drop in temperature after much
mild, or warm weather will damage or kill
some varieties of camellias.

Out of my thirteen varieties, two look
as though they will survive. Several seedl
ings, un-named, were planted along my
garden border and there was one that
has shown no damage, even to the
leaves. All the others were killed back to
the ground, but recent examination
shows everyone has put forth green
buds just above the ground. These seedl
ings were from the hardiest plant I had
that set seed.

I have watched in vain, so far, for a
bud to appear on any of my 13 varieties
which would give me hope for some
chance of survival.

Where do we go from here? Two
people have told me they are through
with camellias. Well, I disagree with them.
For 27 years those camellias have been
enjoyed by my family and neighbors and
friends. There has been much pleasure
seeing those plants bloom year after
year. I know of no other plants that would
give me 27 years of magnificent blooms
for a very modest expenditure. If my 13
varieties do not survive, I will plant again,
not necessarily the same varieties, but
any improved variety I want to try. Many
new varieties have been brought out in
the last thirty yeal's. Some need to be
tried outdoors to prove whether they are
hardy. I will give some a chance to prove
their hardiness, especially some of
superior types. I feel sure some of them
will not let me down, but if they do, then
others will get a chance to take their
place.

To quit growing camellias in this ex
citing age when so many superior
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