
Adverse weather conditions dur­
ing late summer and early fall will af­
fect both the quantity and quality of
camellia blooms. Hot, dry weather
with low humidity will retard the
blooming period of camellias,
whereas relatively cool, wet weather
and the accompanying high humidity
will advance the blooming period.
Adverse weather gives the show chair­
man grey hair, but good growing con­
ditions puts color in his cheeks and a
smile on his face!

The greenhouse grower can usual­
ly duplicate good growing conditiOns
and insure an adequate supply of
blooms for the early, early shows.
These grow~rs close their
greenhouses about the first of Oc­
tober and wet the floor (or use
humidifiers) to raise the humidity.
Also, they start their fall feeding pro­
gram, usually in September, and will
continue throughout the fall months.

The quality of outside grown
blooms is just as good as greenhouse
blooms if the outside growing condi·
tions are satisfactory. Most early, ear­
ly camellia shows still separate out­
side and protected blooms, however, I
can not recognize a single valid
reason for doing so. Camellia growers,
like politicians, are reluctant to
change.

Another justification for early, ear­
ly camellia shows and early camellia
shows is the fact that in marginal
camellia growing sections of the
country, there is little danger of a
heavy frost or freeze that could
destroy a crop of camellias and wreck
a show.

In areas which are plagued with
petal blight, the late shows have dif­
ficulty. With the early, early and the
early shows, petal blight does not pre­
sent a problem. West Coast Camellia
growers take note, the greatest pro-
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blem at the present time with the ear­
ly, early and the early camellia shows
is the inadequate number of good,
naturally early-blooming camellias.
For years, most hybridizers and
camellia enthusiasts have registered
more mid-season and late blooming
japonicas and retics. A trend toward
early blooming camellias WOUld, I
believe, do much to improve the
camellia's reputation among flower
growers. At least, it would give us a
longer season to enjoy our camellias
and more shows to attend. This may
not be a cure for grey hair among
show chairmen, but at least, his hair
wouldn't fallout quite so fast!

----...----•
DORMANCY (Con't from page 19)

One other theory for this
phenomenon could also be offered
and rejected. A visitor to this camellia
planting would probably observe that
the plants in the higher rows are
larger. The plants in each successive
row are smaller until in the lowest row,
the plants are one-year grafts, measur­
ing in height from 12 to 18 inches. This
visitor might say, "If you had let these
plants grow another year in the con­
tainers, they would not have been kill­
ed." I would quickly point out to him
that the last 6 plants in the bottom
row on one side were much larger
plants. They were 3 and 4 year grafts.
They too were dead as a mackerel!

So the lesson I learned from this
experience is this: plant out your
camellias early enough in the fall for
them to go dormant before the first
hard freeze!
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