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When it can't produce food, it starves.  Coated leaves may also prema-

turely die, causing leaf drop.  Most plants will tolerate a small amount 

of coverage.  Spray the plant with some horticultural oil and simply  

remove the mold with a spray of water or rub it off with your finger. 

Another similarity between camellias and citris is the soil pH.  Both 

camellias and citrus prefer the 6-6.5 range.  My Master Gardener side 

always reminds you to get your soil tested.  And speaking of soil, they 

both enjoy a well-drained, loamy mix.  I have experimented with a few 

different mixes and all of them have seemed to work.  Pine bark fines, 

course sand, perlite, coarse peat moss and oak leaf mold have all proved 

to be excellent choices.  I find there is no real “recipe.”  Ask people that 

live close to you, the differences in locations, even 3 miles away, can 

alter what you use.*  Microclimates are everywhere.  What works for 

me, might not work for you. 

 *Editor’s note – The American Camellia Society recognizes these 

differences with these instructions to judges:  from the Rules &  

Regulations Governing Procedures & Judging of American Camellia 

Society Cooperative Shows – “Variations in color and/or form are  

consistently caused by climatic or soil conditions peculiar to different 

localities. Unfamiliarity with growing conditions in a particular area 

should cause a judge to follow the experiences and advice of the other 

members of the judging team who are more familiar with local  

conditions and variations.”   

 For all my gardening friends, Please check out my blog: 

http://www.thecitrusguy.blogspot.com/ 

There is a new society coming to Charleston, come be a part of it: 

http://www.facebook.com/LowcountryFruitGrowersSociety 
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