
nurseries or gardens, but they
deserve to be.

The Favorites List has been
extracted from our complete
listing, with bloom times included.
We shall refer you to the bloom
time of the hybrid 'Hino Crimson'
as a chronological reference. We'll
just surmise that everyone knows
'Hino Crimson', the bright red
azalea of spring, which usually
blooms here in late March.

To end this article on a very
promising note, we are presently
evaluating a new azalea hybrid
group called the Encore Azaleas.
They are grown by Flowerwood
Nursery, Inc., under license from
Plant Development Services Inc.
(PDSI), who has registered and
applied for patents on this series.
Based on their parentage, the
entire set is predicted to be hardy
into Zone 7 (and beyond with
winter protection provided).

The extraordinary feature of
the Encore azaleas is their bloom
season. All of them start to bloom
in the early spring, and should
continue to bloom, grow and set
buds over and over again until 1st
frost. We have only had the
Encore set since late May of this
year, so we don't have knowledge
of them blooming early, but they
did start to bloom in late June.
Although, we have yet to witness
the entire bloom season, they are
all blooming as of this date, 11-19
98. We have had two minor frosts,
thus far, but nothing severe

enough to disrupt the blooms.
Colors range from, red, coral

pink, orange and purple, but no
white. Their growing habits range
from medium and spreading to
upright and tall. We have the
entire set growing in partially
shaded areas, mulched with pine
straw and fertilized with Agriform
20-10-5 slow release tablets.

This hybrid group could
revolutionize the industry, but
we'll have to wait and see.
Personally, we had never seen or
heard of azaleas blooming until
frost. Hopefully after five years,
we'll be able to provide a positive
evaluation report. Flowerwood
Nursery has them for sale now at
their location at Semmes, AL, near
Mobile, and possibly in Busnell, Fl.

In addition, PDSI has another
group ofpersistent azaleas coming
on after the Encore Series. Eight
or so have been named and
registered recently with the
American Rhododendron Society.
All of their varietal names are
prefaced with "Southern", i.e.,
'Southern Beauty', 'Southern
Blush', 'Southern Flame',
'Southern Glory', 'Southern
Grace', 'Southern Maiden', and
'Southern Pride'. Based on
parentage, all are estimated to be
cold hardy to Zone 8. They appear
in the Fall 1998 edition of the
American Rhododendron Society
J ourna!. They should be available
for sale at Flowerwood Nursery in
Bushnell, Fl, now.
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