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Camellia leaf gall is a fungus
disease that has but one life cycle per
year which occurs during late April or
May (perhaps slightly earlier in the
southern states). Leaf gall, caused by
the fungus Exohasidium camelliae.
affects Camellia japonica. E. camelliae
var. Ivacilis affects C sasanqua and
occasionally C oleifera (not to be
confused with the C sasanqua cultivar,
Narumigata, which is often called
"oleifera"), and some hybrids such as
Valley Knudson (C saluenensis x
C reticulata 'Buddha'). The form of
Exohasidium that affects C japonica will
not affect C sasanqua and vice versa.
Also, Exohasidium vaccinii that causes
leaf gall of azaleas and rhododendron
will not attack camellias. Other species
of Exohasidium also cause leaf and
shoot galls on other ornamental and
wild plants.

The very distinctive symptoms are
characterized by thick, fleshy leaves.
Most leaves in a developing vegetative
bud are affected, but occasionally
only one or two leaves, or parts of a
few leaves, are affected. The optimum
time for symptom expression is May,
although the time may vary from loca­
tion to location. Galls on the
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affected buds develop at about the
time of normal new vegetative growth
in the spring. As the galls mature, the
lower side of the leaf (lower epidermis)
breaks away, exposing the white mass
of spores on the surface which are
then either wind blown or spread by
splashing water. The disease may be
very alarming to the grower, but it
rarely is damaging except from an
aesthetic point of view.

Control involves one of two
approaches. First physical control
involves removing and destroying all
the galls as soon as detectable. It is
difficult to find all the galls, but this is
absolutely necessary in order to
control this disease. (One other
problem, your neighbors must also
cooperate since the spores can be
blown in from outside your nursery.)
Secondly, chemical control involves
the use of fungicides during the spore
production period. Our knowledge
about control of this disease by
chemical means is not satisfactory, but
usually spraying with a fungicide will
help. About 3 to 4 sprays applied
during May and June should help to
control the disease.
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