
quit trying.
That was Phase I, if you will, and

took place in the summer of 1988.
Over a ten year span, we have col­
lected and planted more than
1700 azaleas, of which 950 of
them are different registered va­
rieties. These hybrids have been
collected from nurseries in seven­
teen eastern and southern states.

We've collected rhododen­
drons, also. Most cold hardy
rhododendrons we've purchased
have not lasted a year. Maybe one
or more of you learned horticul­
turists can explain why. Is the
reason because of the lack of a
winter's nap (the ground does not
freeze here)? Anyway, we've re­
signed ourselves to collecting only
those rhododendrons that are

propagated by southern nurseries.
All rhododendrons we've got­

ten from the Gulf Coast areas have
set buds and flourished exception­
ally well. We have nurtured and
named six rhododendron seed­
lings, purchased from Cotton &
Thornton (Pushepetappa Gar­
dens) in Covington, LA.

Our evaluation parameters in­
clude winter foliage, plant growth,
effects of direct sunlight, suscep­
tibility to disease, insects and
drought, as well as, flower color
and style, which tend to be indi­
vidualistic likes and dislikes. We
try our best not to be subjective
about that, but personal tastes
seem to get in the way, quite of­
ten.

To be continued....
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