
NEARLY EVERYONE LIKES A GOOD SPORT

By Ivan J. Mitchell Atlantic CSoast CSamellias
Some of the most beautiful camellias

that grace the gardens and greenhouses
of this earth are c. japonica mutants. One
of the first on record is 'Fimbriata,' the ex­
quisite, classically fringed sport of 'Alba
Plena,' brought from China to England
about one hundred seventy years ago.
Another magnificent sport -- considered
by some fanciers to be the greatest C.
japonica of all time -- is 'Ville de Nantes,'
the elegant, fimbriated, rabbit-eared mu­
tant of 'Donckelarii.'

About two dozen distinguished spor­
ting families have contributed a multitude
of outstanding mutant offspring. Many of
them -- including such beauties as
'Elegans Supreme,' 'Elegans Splendor,'
'Elegans Champagne,' 'Hawaii,' 'Tomor­
row Park Hill,' 'Tomorrow's Dawn,' 'Bet­
ty Sheffield Supreme,' 'Margaret Davis,'
'Lady Kay,' 'Mrs. DW. Davis Descanso,'
'Mrs. DW. Davis Special,' 'Mathotiana
Supreme,' 'Flowerwood,' 'Carter's Sun­
burst Pink,' 'Chow's Han Ling,' 'Spring
Sonnett,' 'Elizabeth Lebey Blush,' 'Mrs.
Hooper Connell,' 'Woodville Red Blush,'
'Linda Brothers,' 'Diddy's Pink Organdie,'
and' Feathery Touch' -- are not only great
garden plants, they also continue to win
their share of awards, honors, and hor­
ticultural glory.

It takes several years for new
cultivars to be evaluated, propagated and
distributed. For example, 'Betty's Beauty,'
'Margaret Davis Picotee,' 'Tomorrow's
Dawn Bessie,' 'Tomorrow's Dawn Blush,'
'Tomorrow Lisa,' among others, are just
now showing up on the honor courts -­
even though they have been registered,
listed in Camellia Nomenclature, nursery
catalogues, and on scion lists for several
years.

Other intriguing sports have been
registered, such as 'Betty By George,'
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'Carter's Sunburst Sweetheart,' and 'Lin­
da Brothers Blush,' but are not apparently
generally available as yet.

Undoubtedly there are more exciting
new ones in the offing. I happen to have
seen a couple. One -- 'Omega' -- to my
knowledge, had never sported. But this
year it came up with a quadruplet
delivery -- one of a different kind on
four terminals! In addition to regular
'Omega,' one bloom was pure white.
Another was white with a few small pink
spots. A thi'rd was pale pink, and the
fourth a clear rose pink. This plant is
growing in Keystone Heights, and will be
closely observed as to its future antics.
There is also another most promising
sport of 'Mathotiana' that resembles
'Mathotiana Supreme' -- except that each
petal is heavily fimbriated I

Over a period of a good many years I
have been intrigued with the mutational
charades of many of the sporting
japonica families, and have observed
them with more than casual interest. I am
personally convinced that once a variety
produces a bud sport, there is a tendency
for additional mutants to follow at
sporadic intervals. *

What about hybrid and retic hybrid
mutants? So far you can count them on
the fingers of your two hands, and have
some fingers left over. Remember that it
took over a century for some of the C.
japonica families to start their dynasties­
such as 'Donckelarii' and 'Elegans.' On
the other hand, the initial period for muta­
tional gestation for 'Mrs. DW. Davis,'
'Tomorrow,' and 'Betty Sheffield,' among
others, was only a few years. It is entire-

(Editor's Note: The author wrote another most in­
teresting article about the mutation of Camellias,
published in the 1981 ACS Yearbook, entitled "A
Sporting Chance For More Mutants")
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