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ABOUT THE COVER DRAWING

The AtlantiC Coast Camellia Society was organized September 13. 1980 at Myrtle Beach. South
Carolina. The purpose was to extend the appreciation of camellias and to promote the sCience of camellia
culture. Dues are $6.00/year for a Single membership and $9.00 for a couple. Make payment to AtlantiC
Coast Camellia Society. 1325 E. Barden Rd. Charlotte. NC 28226

This is a drawing of a portion of the Huntington Library and Art Gallery in
San Marino, CA. The botanical gardens in which this library is situated was
begun in 1906 and the first camellias planted there in 1909. It is one of those
must places for camellia lovers who visit the Los Angeles area. At one time, this
garden held the most extensive collection of camellias in the country. It still has
few peers.
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me. Especially scarce was quality
understock to do justice to the
important Kunmings.

The next obvious move for most of
us was to get into raising seedlings.
The available choice then was
sasanqua or japonica. We managed
to produce enough to be independent.
No sasanqua seed was allowed to go
to waste.

Most nurseries of that era in
Victoria also multiplied by using
whatever came to hand, including
cuttings. So I make the point that early
plants of the Kunmings had to be on
roots other than reticulatas.

Then those forward looking people
who introduced the Kunmings had a
head start, and found themselves
confronted with the amazingly large
retic seed pods, containing large
seeds. These became items of
curiosity at our meetings, and still are.
The precious seeds were extracted,
and then taken back to base and
propagated. In turn, these seedlings
produced flowers leading into a rolling
snowball situation. The eagerly
awaited flowers, or rather the best of
them, were seen, and the Registrar
became busy. But increasingly the
"no hopers" were truncated and
became understock for reticulatas. It
seemed the right thing to do, so it
became "all systems go." Specie to
specie, vigour, compatability,
excellent callus, etc.

'Buddah', because of its profuse
flowering and prolific seeding
capabilities, almost monopolized the
supply of seed, and its every seed was
used. The surplus from any producer
met a waiting list. Then gradually
other retics also helped with a supply.

Of course Capt. Rawes triggered it
all off initially when he had the field of
admiration all to himself. And indeed,
even played hard to get for two years.
This caused such a demand that the
approach method of grafting could
not cope, so today's mass production
type of camellia grafting took over,
just in time to accommodate and
make sure of the twenty or more,
previously unknown retics that found
their way across the world from China.

About this time, the camellia bugs
were potent, and thus ACRS gained
another member who has hardly
missed a Victorian Branch meeting
since. This has been a rewarding
association, participating in the aims
of "Spreading the Wealth of Camellia
Lore". Included in the events were
meeting with, and listening to most of
the Australian and some of the
overseas personalities who were most
knowledgeable on this subject. They
freely shared their special knowledge
with us.

Our library has bought, and thus
made available to us, most of the
available books written about
camellias. Even some in Chinese and
Japanese. The pictures in these are
nice! So many books for just one
horticultural corner! Commencing
with the older books, and moving
through the history and culture of the
past, I arrived at the commencement
of the Reticulata Era. This led into the
search for and acquisition of the
"Kunmings", and a collection of them
for myself. At this time, reasonable
grafting capabilities allowed a start to
be made reproducing them. Like most
members, there seemed to be a
scarcity of understock confronting
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