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Everything outside is defoliating
to some degree, some up to 50
percent. 'Pharaoh,' of which we
were very fond, was our greatest
loss. It, along with some other
younger retics, lost all of their
leaves immediately. The only
outside retic which wasn't hurt at
all is good old 'Francie L.'

to try some of Dr. W.L. Ackerman's
hardy hybrids and hybrids with C.
oleifera as a parent. This would
have been a year to have given them
a supreme test. I must confess that
I had an order for camellias, a
sizable one, with many of the
smaller flowering camellia hybrids
when the December freeze came.
Sometime in January, I tore the
entire order up, thinking that the
end of growing camellias was here.
Now, in all honesty, I feel that they
are good for many more years.

I enjoy growing things among
my pine trees, and I can grow
almost anything there except roses.
I have cleared out a small sunny
area just to grow daffodils.
Meanwhile, this summer I shall try
clearing up another small camellia
patch in my pine thicket, and get
ready to plant some of my "wanted"
camellias that were on the
destroyed order. Most of the
camellias are making fair spring
recovery after the past winter's
damage. With material that will
keep tea and camellias scale under
control easily, all that remains is to
keep camellias petal blight under
control. Any year now, there will be
another camellia vintage year!

Charles Keeton, Long Beach, MS

green tissue areas that will sprout
again later. Established C.
japonicas had little damage except
for almost complete flower bud
loss.

There were a number of spring
surprises. Among the cultivars of c.
japonica that came through with
colorful blooms, but don't show
quality, were 'Lady Clare,' 'Berenice
Boddy,' 'Kitty,' 'Governor Mouton,'
'Aunt Jetty,' (its solid red form),
'Betty Sheffield,' 'Imura,' 'Peach
Blossom,' 'Magnoliaeflora,' 'Dr.
Tinsley,' 'Professor Charles S.
Sargent,' and one bush of 'Pink
Perfection.' There were blooms on
some low branches of 'Destiny,'
'Laura Walker,' 'Mathotiana,' 'Oniji'
and a few others which were under
ice and snow. But frankly, this
year's bloom crop of camellias was
a 99 percent disaster. Any bloom
was an event!

I have one C. saluenensis and it
was slightly damaged, but the
Williamsii hybrids, 'Donation,' 'E.G.
Waterhouse,' and 'J.C. Williams' all
came through without any real
damage and still had a few
precious, pleasing blooms. 'Brian,'
a hybrid of sal uenensis and
reticulata, also had a few blooms.
This encouraged me to try some
more reticulata hybrids, which I
have avoided because of fear of
extreme tenderness. Perhaps the
camellia that came through almost
unhurt and still a cloud of tiny
pinkish blooms, very unexpectedly,
was 'Tiny Princess,' a hybrid of C.
japonica 'Akebono' x C. fraterna.

From the above list, you can see
that I grow camellias strictly for
landscape value. Most of the show
varieties did very poorly. I do want
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