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1.  Sanitation, to remove dead wood 
or diseased branches or twigs.  
The dead branches must be 
traced back to the crotch or the 
fork nearest the line and healthy 
wood and cut at this point.  
Sometimes this means cutting a 
branch directly to the ground.  
This should be done rather than 
leave a bare stub which is dead 
and ugly looking.  Of course any 
leaves, branches or twigs that are 
diseased must be removed and 
burned. 

2.  We prune for better flower pro-
duction.  Cutting away surplus 
growth or undesirable parts 
stimulates flower production.  
(Ed:  Pruning selectively in Sep-
tember removes excessive buds 
and tends to make blooms lar-
ger.) 

3.  Pruning keeps plants young.   
Each year or two the old 
branches are taken out leaving 
young growth to develop.  Prun-
ing is necessary to keep this 
young growth and the beauty of 
the plant. 

4.  Pruning keeps under control the 
long  unruly  branches. 

 
 Pruning is done to secure cut-
tings for propagation of new plants.  
(Ed:  cuttings for grafting are usu-
ally done in late January and Febru-
ary but also some summer grafting 
is done.  Cuttings for rooting are 
usually taken in July and August.)   

Just remember prune camellias at a 
time when least damage is done to 
the wood on which flowers are pro-
duced.  (Ed:  Always leave the 
branch with the name tag and leave 
the branches on which you want 
blooms or have a seed pod which 
you want to save and plant.) 
 Be sure that the proper tools are 
used.  A good pair of sharp pruning 
shears is usually all that is needed.  
Be sure that the shears are sharp, so 
that a clean smooth even cut is made 
without bruising or tearing the wood 
or bark.  A ragged cut is not only 
unsightly but it often results in dam-
age to a good plant.  Never leave a 
stub when pruning.  A stub will of-
ten die back to the nearest limb and 
decay thus causing injury to the 
plant.  Cut the branch at its base and 
flush with the place where it joins 
the main plant.  If this is done, new 
bark will soon grow over it and the 
wood will heal without damage to 
the plant.  Stubs may also be 
avoided by cutting shoots just above 
an eye (growth bud). 
 Finally I have found that disin-
fecting shears helps from one plant 
to another.  This is done by having a 
solution of Lysol or some other dis-
infectant and water.  (Ed: some 
growers use isopropyl alcohol or 
one part Clorox to nine parts water.)  
When moving from one bush to 
another or from one cut to another, 
just dip shears into the solution. 
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