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Atlantic C90ast C9amellias

The Atlantic Coast Camellia Society was organized September 13, 1980 at Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina. The purpose was to extend the appreciation of camellias and to promote the science of camellia
culture. Dues are $6.00/year for a single membership and $9.00 for a couple. Make payment to Atlantic
Coast Camellia Society, 1325 E. Barden Rd., Charlotte, NC 28226.
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cankers formed within three months.
Wounds were made with a knife on
mature stems at the time of inoculation.
However, we have not, as yet, inoculated
plants thro~gh leaf scars at the time of
new growth development.

Mr. Savige writes: "However, this
growth began to wither, the leaves of the
new growth falling while still green." I did
not pick up on this in the first reading, but
Mr. Savige is saying that the young leaves
on new twigs that become infected fall
before twigs and leaves mature. It is
after maturation of stems and leaves that
leaves dry up, turn brown and remain at­
tached after being killed by the dieback
fungus, G. cingulata.

Mr. Savige's observation, along with
those of Colonel Tom Durrant of New
Zealand, are compatible with experimen­
tal results that we have gotten when
susceptible C. japonica and C. sasan­
qua cultivars were inoculated with this
fungus.

We agree with the use of the captan
(2 tablespoonsful per gallon of water) ­
benomyl (Benlate - one-half tablespoonful
per gallon of water) mix. However, our
results using griseofulvin were negative.
The captan-benomyl mix should be used
at the time just before and during leaf fall
since infection takes place through
wounds left by fresh leaf scars. Once the
fungus is inside the camellia tissue,
neither captan nor benomyl will kill the
fungus. Captan is not a systemic
fungicide, and benomyl is not adequately
systemic to kill G. cingulata inside
diseased camellia tissue.

1Professor and AG Science Asst., Department of
Plant Pathology and Physiology, Clemson Universi­
ty, Clemson, SC 29631.

This is written in response to the arti­
cle by Tom Savige (Australia) published in
the September 1985 edition of Camellia
News entitled "Camellia chrysantha': A
Warning."

Mr. Savige refers to a visit by Colonel
Tom Durrant of New Zealand, and he
(Col. Durrant) concluded that C. chrysan­
tha plants that had leaf drop (young,
developing leaves) were affected by
dieback, caused by Glomerella
cingulata.

In our experience over the past 35
years with camellias affected by G.
cingulata, young, developing leaves can
fall as he described when infection oc­
curs through fresh leaf scars. Typically,
some old leaves fall at, or about the time
of, the beginning of new growth in the
Spring - that is, from the development of
mature vegetative buds, usually in the ax­
ils of leaves from last year's growth.

We have used known virulent
cultures of G. cingulata to inoculate
fresh leaf-scar wounds of C. japonica
and C. sasanqua, usually during early
May here'at Clemson, SC. Depending on
temperature and camellia variety, infec­
tion results, and young twigs that develop
from these inoculated lateral vegetative
buds wilt within 5 to 15 days. Then young
leaves drop off. When older twigs
become infected and are killed, the
leaves turn brown and remain attached to
the dead stem.

We inoculated wounded stems of C.
chrysantha with a known virulent isolate
of the camellia strain of G. cingulata
(G484). Infection resulted and large
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